For teachers the newspaper offers a special attraction. It has been called the living textbook and it lives up to that name. The newspaper can be used to enhance skills in reading. Critical thinking is the natural outgrowth of using a newspaper to learn. Unlike textbooks, which are several years outdated by the time they get into students' hands, the newspaper comes alive with information. The newspaper expands the curriculum with an unlimited amount of information to use as background for learning activities. These activities will help students improve their reading skills. These skills are how to find the main idea, how to increase vocabulary, how to find detail, how to make inference and how to find reference. They will employ many critical thinking skills as they are required to interact with the authentic material found in the newspaper.
A. Introduction
Ask any teacher what comes to mind as an authentic reading activity for their learners and almost certainly one of the first things they will say is "using a newspaper". Why do so many teachers like using newspapers? Well, to start with, newspapers are much more current than coursebooks. There is also a lot of information in newspapers which makes them an excellent springboard for lessons. For Nuttall (1996) Schemata has also been described as
B. Reading Comprehension

"…cognitive constructs which allow for the organization of information in the long term memory…" (Widdowson 1983:34).
Often a writer will presume that the target reader has the relevant schemata to read the text and will therefore leave certain facts out or unstated (presuppositions) but this creates problems when the writer and reader do not share the same relevant schema.
C. Definition of authentic materials
The notion of authenticity has been much discussed. Marrow's definition will serve us well. He relates it to "a stretch of real language, produced by a real speaker or writer for a real audience and designed to carry a real message of some Students can also be asked to pick out certain letters in a newspaper.
They may be assigned to find an article themselves (or be given one) and to use a highlighter or crayon to mark instances of certain letters.
With a lot of print, they should find many instances of all of the different letters.
Reading words
Of course newspapers can be utilized when teaching students to read and recognize words. You will need to find a newspaper that matches the skill level of the student, thus in this case, it may be more for an older child learning larger words. Students can be asked to read portions of the newspaper out loud. Words that are difficult or new can be explained by the teacher as they are being read. If the teacher is using a particular article to teach, then he or she can make a guide to accompany it that includes some of the words as vocabulary words, has their definition and provides hints for pronunciation.
Reading comprehension
It is important that students not only read the words in a written Tell them they have a time limit with which to skim through the newspaper. When the timit limit is up, ask two groups to get together and report to each other everything they remember that is in the news. 
